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Lauren Bon at Ace Gallery

An artist seemingly torn between tendencies toward the austere and the
excessive, Lauren Bon is at her best when she manages to negotiate a
relationship between them. This negotiation is at the heart of spinning off
works from Bon's 2005 "Not a Cornfield" project, in which she turned a 32-
acre railway yard near Chinatown into a sculpture of 1 million cornstalks.
With that history in mind, it's hard not to see that some of this work is indeed
spun off — what do you do with 90 miles of irrigation stripping or 33,000
pounds of dried corn? But arguably the works that convert these leftovers
into Arte-Poverish installations are an ecological extension of Bon's process,
and they stand up as individual works. Among the collection of other works
in this show, some of which seem like too much or too little, some hit it just
right, especially the stronger works emerging from Bon's preoccupation with
honey and bees stemming from the cornfield project, and her attendant
fixation on myths involving honey and insects emerging from meat. The hit
of the exhibition is a fountain dripping honey on a preserved lamb carcass,
so rich and palpable as to be overwhelming and yet seeming almost like a
whisper or an apparition.
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