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Erwin Redl has been working with LED fixtures as an artistic medium since 1997. 
But you might 	not have heard of him until recently, since it wasn’t until 2007 that 
Redl held his first solo exhibition in the US, at Ace Gallery in Beverly Hills. Redl’s 
work has been compared to that which came out of the “Light and Space” movement 
of the 60s and 70s, a minimalist exploration of light, space, volume and scale. His 
large installations of geometrically aligned RBG LEDs create varying perceptual 
experiences depending on where you stand within them. In his pieces, Redl uses 
12v LED lights to create immersive architectural planes, which act as boundaries 
that the viewer is meant to investigate and even break.

“Only corporeal motion and the subsequent discovery of all aspects of the space 
(visual, corporeal, acoustic, social, etc) slowly reveal the nature of the piece. Those 
aspects are highly subjective, based on private, individual memories of the viewer, 
yet they are experienced in a communal setting which leads to often very surprising 
interactions between strangers during exhibitions,” says Redl.

Before 2007, Redl’s work gained some visibility in the United States when his piece, 
Matrix VI (above), illuminated the face of the Whitney Museum of American Art in 
New York for the 2002 Whitney Biennial. In Los Angeles, Matrix II, was included in 
the Museum of Contemporary Art’s 2005 exhibition, Ecstasy: In and About Altered 
States.
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Lucky me, I just found out that there is currently an Erwin Redl exhibition at the 
same gallery that gave him his first solo show in the US: Ace Gallery in Beverly Hills. 
It’ll be up through the end of this month…I can’t wait to check out this pioneering 
artist’s current works and report back. Stay tuned!
 
Thanks to Ace Gallery for the quotes and images.
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