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SATURDAY, JULY 11, 2015 7:00 - 9:00 PM
OPENING RECEPTION FOR THE ARTIST

ON VIEW THROUGH AUGUST 29, 2015

Ace Gallery presents a major solo exhibition by Ben Jones on Saturday, July 11, 2015 from
7:00 — 9:00 PM at Ace Gallery Beverly Hills located at 9430 Wilshire Boulevard, Beverly
Hills, CA 90212. The self-titled exhibition, Ben Jones, will transform Ace Gallery into an
immersive space filled with Video Paintings and wall-climbing New Ladder sculptures as
well as the introduction of T.V. Paintings and Cinema Paintings. Ben Jones created a new
category of art-making when he introduced Video Paintings.

This is Ben Jones’ first solo exhibition with Ace Gallery following his West Coast debut
solo exhibition, The Video, at MOCA Los Angeles in 2013. He has been a crucial
contributor to contemporary art since the early 2000’s. Being a founding member of the
multimedia collective, Paper Rad, he helped pioneer the intersection of digital media, the
internet, and art-making.

Ben Jones” work is a constant push and pull between the investigation and celebration of
the 8-bit video medium, visual storytelling, immersive space experience and Minimalism.
Characterized by its vivid colors, distinct shapes, and approach to minimal and digital
abstraction that is intended to completely immerse the viewer into the artist's imaginative
reality. Painted shadows and optical tricks play with the viewer’s sense of perspective,
time and place; it's like walking into a cartoon world where anything is possible.
Reccurring visuals, such as bricks and ladders, create an almost mystical set of symbols,
which contributes to his visual language.

Jones’ exhibition pays homage to Sol LeWitt inspired patterns within Post-Internet means of
art-making. Ben Jones states, “After my early internet art, | became obsessed with 60s
Color-Minimalism. At first it was a visceral reaction, but it felt rooted in an emotional
memory. That's when it struck me; that most of my life has been dedicated
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and consumed with the ultimate contemporary minimal masterpiece. The video game,
early Atari and Nintendo games had to use minimal shapes because their memory systems
could only hold very limited amounts of data. A whole new (and massive) wave of
minimal art was produced, and consumed by kids in the 80s like me. With the ladder, |
connect my upbringing with the artists of the generations before me to continue and
celebrate and carry the torch of minimal art.”

Ben Jones, SGI Video Painting Il, 2015,
Acrylic on canvas with digital art projection, 54 x 72 in.

Emerging from his Video Painting, Jones has developed two new techniques, T.V. Painting
and Cinema Painting, and in this latest body of work, he takes these forms and reexamines
them through formal and abstract exercises. Video Paintings are an innovative new
category of art-making where Jones combines two forms of media; by creating a painting
on canvas and a video, which he projects onto the painting, he integrates the imagery of
two individual but symbiotic art forms as one total artwork. Jones explains, “A good idea
should get better every time you redo it. | like to take an idea, be it visual, or simply a
mood, and redo it, in different forms and mediums. The themes that survive the
different executions | attempt hopefully get stronger and maybe more pure.”

Ben Jones was born in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1977 and lives and works in Los
Angeles. He holds a BFA from the Massachusetts College of Art and is a founding member
of the artist collective Paper Rad (with Jessica Ciocci and Jacob Ciocci). In November of
2012, Jones had a seminal exhibition titled “The Video”, which was held at MOCA LA.
Other selected exhibitions and screenings include: Modern Art Museum of Fort Worth
(solo); Loyal Gallery, Malmé (solo); Foxy Productions, New York (solo); Andreas Melas
Presents, Athens (solo); Peres Projects, Berlin; Pace Wildenstein, New York; CANADA,
New York; Green on Red Gallery, Dublin; The Museum of Modern Art, New York; the
New Museum of Contemporary Art, New York; Tate Britain, London; Musee d' Art
Moderne de la Ville de Paris/ARC, Paris; Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San Francisco;
and The Liverpool Biennial, Liverpool. In addition to his publications and exhibitions,
Jones is the main creator and the voice actor of Alfe and Roba in the Cartoon Network
show, The Problem Solverz.

GALLERY HOURS: TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 10:00 AM to 6:00 PM
COMPLIMENTARY ON-SITE PARKING DURING REGULAR BUSINESS HOURS

For further information and visuals please contact
Jennifer Kellen, Director, Ace Gallery Beverly Hills
310.858.9090 or email jenniferkellen@acegallery.net



